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LAUDERDALE. 



My lord, 

IT is undoubtedly an uneafy fitua- 
tion to lie under great obligations 
without being able to make fuitable 
returns :* all that can be done in this 
cafe, is to acknowledge the debt, which 
(though it does not intitle to an ac- 
quittance)- is looked upon as a kind of 

compen- 



DEDICATION. 

^ompenfationt* bdng all th^ gradu^ 
has ia its power. ^ 

Thi« is in a peculiar maimer m^ 
lituation with refpcft to your Loird- 
Ihip* . What you have done for mc 
with the mo0: uncommoiv faypur and 
condeicenilon^ is what I fhall never be 
able to rq)ay } and therefore have ufed 
the freedom to recommend the follow- 
ing performance to your protection, 
that I might have an opportunity of 
acknowledging my obligations in the 
moft public manner. 

It is evident that the world will 
hardly allow my gratitude upon this 
occafion to be difintercfted. Your dis- 
tinguiflied rank, the additional honours 
derived frdm the liiftre of your Ances- 
tors, your own uncommon abilities, 

equally 



D%tlC AT la^. 

eqttaTfy adapted to the fcrvice'of -ja^ 
country in peace and in war, are. ax^ 
cumftances fufficient to make any Au- 
thbr ambitious of your Lordfhip's pa- 
tronage. But I mull do myfdif thfc 
juftice to infift, it is upon the account 
of diftin^ions lefs Iplendid, though 
far more interefting^ (thofe, I mean» 
by which you are diftinguifiied ias the 
friend of human Nature, the guide 
iaiid patron of unexperienced Youth, 
and the father of the Poor) that I am 
zealous of fubfcribing myfelf. 

My Loup, 

Tour LarJJbifs 

Mcji humhle^ and 

Mcji devof^ Servantj 

William Wilkic 
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F/ A B L E I. 



7^e Young Lady and the Looking-* 
Glass. 



YE deep philofophers who can 
Explain that various creature, Man. 
Say,' is there^any^ point fo nice, • 
As that , of pffering, an advice ? - 
To bid your friend his errors mend, f 

Is almoft certain to offend,: 
Tho* you in fofteft terms advifci ._ 
Confefs him good y . admit bim wife j 
In vain you fi?9^ten the dileourie. 
He thinks you call him fpol, or worfc ; lo 
B 



i FABLE L 

You paint his charafter^ and try 

If he will own it, and apply. 

WitliOut a name reprove and warn : 

Here none are hurt, and all may learn : 

This too muft fail, the pidure Ihown, tg, 

No man will- take it for his own. 

In moral leftures treat the cafe. 

Say this is honeft, that is bafe ; 

In converfation none will bear it -, 

And for the pulpit, few come near it. 20. 

And is there then no other way 

A moral leflbn to convey? 

Muft all thaffliall attempt to teach, 

Admonifh, fatyiize, or preach ? "* 

^es, there is one, an ancient art, • 25 

By fages found to reach the heart, 

Ere fcience with diftinflions nice 

Had Rxt what virtue is and vice, 

Inventing all the various names 

On which the moralift deciaima: 30 



FABLE, h 3 

They woiCd by fimpk Taws advife, 

Which took the hwror by furprifc ^ 

Alarm'd bi^ confci^oee, unpf^par'd^ 

Ere pride had put it on it$ guaoxl i 

And nitdc him from hiinfelf receive jj 

The le(^ns which they meant tq givje* 

That this device will oft prevail. 

And gain its epd, when othei:s fail. 

If any ihall preCei-id to doubt, . 

The Tale whkh foljows makes it ottt. 40 

There was ^ Uttk fljkibbom 4^tM 

Whom no a^ithorisy coidd tamc« 

Reftive by l(Hlg ii^lgence ffwrn^ 

No will Ihe tmo^ed but her own ; 

At trifles oft O^'d fcold and fr^ 41 

Then in a corner take a feat. 

And fourly nrK^iag all the day 

Difdain alike ta work or play. 

Papa all fofter arts had tr/d. 

And (harper remedies apply*di $0 

B 2 



4 FABLE t 

But both were vain, for every courfe 

He took .ftiU made her worfe and worfe. * 

'Tis ftrange to think how female wit. 

So oft (faqiu'd make a lucky hit, 

When man with all his high pretence SS 

To deeper judgment, founder fenfe. 

Will err, ^d meafures falfe purfue — 

'Tis very (bange I own, but true ~ 

Mama obferv*d the rifing kfs. 

By ilealtli retiring to the glaf% 6a 

To pra6Kfe little, airs unfeen; 

In the true genius of thirteen r 

On this a. deep defign fhe laid 

To tame the humour of the m^d ; ^ 

Contriving Jike a' prudent mother 6$ 

To make one folly cure another. 

Upon the wall againft the feat 

Which Jessy us'd for her retreat. 

Whene'er by accident offended, 

A looking-gkfs was ftraight fulpended, 70 



FABLE I. 5 

That it might fliow her how deformed 
She looked, and frightful when Ihe ftorm'd ; 
And warn her, as ihc priz'd her beauty. 
To bend her humour to her duty. 
All this the Looking-glafs atchiev'd, 75 
Its threats were minded and believ*d. 

The maid who Ipurn'dat all advice. 
Grew tame and gentle in a, trice ; 
So when all other means had faiPd 
The filent monitor prevail'd. 80 

Thus, Fable to the human^kind 
Prefents an itnage of the mind. 
It is a mitrar where we fpy 
At lai^ our own deformity, 84 

And learn of courfc thofc faults to mend 
Which but to mention would offend. 
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FAB L E IL 



^I>e Kite a7td the RooKSk 



YOU fay •tia vam in v^rfc or profc 
To tell what ev*ry b6dy kno ws^ 
' And ftrctch invention to exprefs 
Pkin trutl^s \yhich ^^^ m^n wiU c<>nfefs : 
Go on the aifgument to- mend, , 5 

Vxo\t that to. know k to xj^ttendj, • 
And 'that w? ever keep i» figlit 
V>/'hat reafon tells us once is* right 5 
Till this,is done you nauft cxcufe 
The zeal and freedom of my Mufe jo 
In hinting to the human-kmd, ^ 
What few deny but fewer mind: 

B 4 



« FABLE II. 

There is a folly which we blame, 

'Tis ftrange that it ihould want a name, 

For furc no other finds a place 15 

So often in the human race, 

I mean the tendency to fpy 

Our neighbour's faults with fliarpen'd eye. 

And make his lighteft failings known, 

Without attending to 'our own. 20 

The Prude in daily ufe to vex 

With groundlefs cenfurc half the fex, 

Of rigid virtue, honour nice. 

And much a foe to every vice. 

Tells lies without remorfe and fhame, 25 

Yet never thinks herfelf to blame. 

A Scriv'ner, tho* afraid to kill. 

Yet fcruples not to forge a will ; 

Abhors the Soldier's bloody feats, 

While he as freely damns all cheats : 30 

The rcafon's' plain, *tis not his way 

To lie, to cozen and betray. 



J? A B L :E -IL 9 

But tell me if to take by force. 

Is not as bad at leaft, or worfe; ; 

The Pimp who owns it as his trade 35 

To poach for ktchers, and be paid. 

Thinks liimfelf honeft in his ftation^ 

But rails at rogues that fell the nation: - 

Nor would he ftoop in any cafe. 

And (lain his honour for a place. 40 

To mark' this error of mankind 

The tale which follows is defignM. 

A flight of Rooks one harveft mom 
Had ftopt \ipon a field of cdrn,' 
Juft when a Kite^ as authors fay, 45 

Was paffing on the wing that way r 
His honeft' heart was fill'd with pain. 
To fee the farmer lofe his grain. 
So lighting gently on a fliock 
He thus the foragers befpoke. 50 

*' Believe me, Sirs, you're much to blame, 
'Tis ftrange that neither fear nor (hamc 



lo F: A B L E m 

Can keep you fiom your wfw^ way 

Of ftealth, wd .pilf ring every day. . . 

No fooner has th' induftrious fwaia 5^ 

His field turn'd up and fow'd the grain. 

But ye cqme flocking on the wing^ 

Prepared to fnatch it ere it fpring : 

And after all his toil and care 

l^eave every furrow IpoiPd and bare : 60 
If ought efcapes your greedy bills, 
Which nurs'd by fummer grows and fills, 

*Tis ftill your prey : and though ye know 

No Rook did ever till or fow. 

Ye boldly reap, without regard 65 

To juftice, induftry's reward. 

And ufe it freely as your own, 

Tho' men and cattle Ihou'd get none. 

I never did/in any cafe 

Defcend to praftifes fo bafe, 70 

Tho' ftung with hunger'^ Iharpeft pain 

I ftill have fcorn'd to touch a grain, 



FABLE 11. II 

Even when I had it in my pow*r 

To do't with fafety every hour : 

For, truft me, nought that can be gained 75 

Is worth a chara^er unftain*d/* 

Thus with a face aufterely grave 
Harangu'd the hypocrite and knave *, 
And anfwering from amidft the flock 
A Rook with indignation fpoke. 80 

" What has been faid is ftriftly true. 
Yet comes not decently from you; 
For fure it indicates a mind 
From felfifli paffions more than blind. 
To mifs your greater crimes, and quote 85 
Our lighter failings thus by rote. 
I muft confcfs we wrong the fwain. 
Too oft by pilf'ring of his grain : 
But is our guilt like yours, I pray, 
Who rob and murder every day ? 90 

No harmlefs bird can mount the fkies 
But you attack him as he flies 5 



la F A B L E II. 

And when at eve he lights to reft. 
You ftoop and fnatch him from his ncft. 
The Hufbandnian who feems to Ihare 95 
So large a portion of your care. 
Say, is he ever off his, guard. 
While you are hov'ring o'er the yard ? 
He knows too well your ufual tricks. 
Your ancient ^ite to tender chicks, 100 . 
And that you, like i felon, watch. 
For fotnething to^ fuiprize and fnatch/* 

At this rebuke fo juft, the Kite 
Surpriz'd, abafli'd, and filene'd quite. 
And prov'd a villain to his face, 105 
Straight foar*d aloft and left the place. 
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FA B L.E M. 



^Jbe Muse and the. Shepherd/v 



LEfT every bawrd: who fceKsi^jptoUTe ^ 
Bel true to.^artxie:alvK her. Cj^fey ^*, 
Kor^eyer try to. Aifc his fame 
By praifiiig that which 'merits bl^me^ -. 
The v^n att6npt Jib needs muft rufe^ 5 
For rdifappoimment wiU\eaft». . 
Virtue with her fupcai^ charms 
Exalts the Poet's foul and warms,: 
His tafte* refines',. Jiis ^genius fires, 
Like VwxsAUhjSisdi the Nine infpires ; i a 
While Vice tho* feemingly approv*d 
Is coldly flatter'd, never lov'd; 



14 FABLE III. 

Palemon once a ftory told^ 
Which by conjc6ture muft be old : 
I have a kind of half conviftion 15 

That at the beft *tis but a fiftion ; 
But taken right and underftood, . c 

The moral certainly is good. 

A Shepherd fwain was wont to fing 
The infant beauties of the fpring, 20 

The bloom of fummer, winter hoar^/ 
The autumn rich in various ftore ; « .■ - 
And prais'd in numbers ftrong and clear 
The Ruler o£ the changeful year. 
To human dientes he*d next deicend, 25 
The Shepherdfs hannleis life commend^ 
And prove him ha{^)ier than the great 
With all their p^eantry and ftate : 
Who oft for pleafure and for wealthy 
Exchange dseir innocence and heakh v s<^ 
The Mofes fiften'd to his lays 
And crown'd him as he iung with bays. 



F' A B X E ' IH. is 

Euterpe, goddcfe of tfedyre, 

A harp bdteVd with golden i/yipc: 

And oft iwou'd teach him how to fing, 35 

Or touch with art the trembling ftrmg* . 

His fame o'er all the moutitains flew. 

And to his cot the Shepherds drew ; 

They heard his mufic with delight. 

Whole fummer days from morn to night : 4(1 

Nor did they ever think him long. 

Such was die magic of his ibr^: 

Some rural prefent each prepar'd. 

His Ikill to honour and reward; 

A flute, a iheep-hook or a lamb * 45 

Or kidling followed by its dam: 

For Bards it fcems in cariicr days. 

Got fomethjng more than empty praife. 

All this continu'd for a wWlej 

But fopn our Songft^ chang'd his fiiie, 50 

Infedted with the common itch, 

His gains to double and grow rich ^ • 



i6 FABLE III. 

Or fondly fccking new applaufc. 

Or this or t'other was the caufe ; 

One thing is certain that his rhimcs 5^ 

Grew more obfequious to the times. 

Left ftiff and formal, altered quite 

To what a courtier calls polite. 

Whoe'er ^rew rich, by right or wrong. 

Became the hero of a fong : 6a 

No nymph or fhepherdefs could wed. 

But he muft fmg the nuptial bed, 

And ftill was ready to recite 

The fecret tranfports of the night. 

In ftraiiis too luicious for the ear 65 

Of fober chaftity ta bear. 

Aftonifli'4 at a change fo great. 

No more the Shepherds fought his feat, ^ 

But in their place, a horned crowd 

Of Satyrs flock'd from every wood^ 70 

Drawn by the magic of his lay. 

To dance, to frolic, fport and play. 

The: 



FABLE III. i^ 

The goddefs of the lyre difdain'd 

To fee her facred gift profan'd. 

And gliding fwiftly to the place, 75 

With indignation in her face. 

The trembling (hepherd thus addrefs*d. 

In awful majefty confefs'd. 

** Thou wretched fool, that harp rcfign. 
For know it is no longer thine ; 80 

It ^as not given you to infpire 
A herd like this with loofe dcfire. 
Nor to affift that venal praifc 
Which vice may purchafe, if it pays : 
Such offices my lyre difgrace ; 85 

Here take this bag-pipe in its place. 
*Ti$ fitter far, believe it true. 
Both for thefe mifcreants and you." 

The fwain difmay'd, without a word. 
Submitted, . and the harp reftor'd. 90 
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FA B L E IV, 



^he GKA^SHO^fER and fh. 
Glowworm.- .. . • 



. T]jTHEN ignorance poflefs'd the fchoolsj 

^And reign'd by Aristotle's rule*, ; 

Ere Verulam, like dawning light, - * " 

Rofe tp'difpel.the gothic. night 4- -. * - 

A.man was taught to fhut his eyes, ,'5 

And grow abftradcd to be wife. - ■ 

Nature's broad volume fairly fpread, • • 

•Where all true fcience mif^ht.be read, • - 

The Wifdom of th' eternal Mind, 

Declar'd and publifli'd to mankind, 10 

c 2 



aa FABLE W. 

Mark'd by a circle on the ground 
Of livid Kght fome inches round. 

Quoth he. If Glowworms never flione. 
To light the earth when day is gone. 
In fpite of all the ftars that burn, 55 
Primeval darknefs wou'd return : . 
They're lefs and dimmer, one may fee, 
Befides much farther off than we; 
And therefore thro* a long defcent 
Their light is fcatter'd quite and Ipent : 60 . 
While ours, compafter and at hand. 
Keeps night and darknefs at a ftand. 
Diffused around in many a ray, 
Whofe hrightnefs emulates the 4ay. 

This pafsM and more without difpute, 65 
The patient Grafshopper was mute : 
But foon the Eafl: began to glow 
With light appearing from below. 
And levdi from the ocean's ftreams 
The moon emerging fliot her beams, 70 



FABLE JV. 23. 

To gild the mountains and the woods^ 
And ihakc and glitter 01^ the floods. 
The Glowworm when he found his light 
Grow pale jmd faint and vanifli quite 
Before die moon's prevailing ray» y^ 

Began his envy to.difplay. 

That globe, quoth he, which feems fo fair. 
Which brightens all the earth and air. 
And fends its beams fo far abroad^ 
Is nought, believe me, but a clod ; Sq 
A thing which, if tlie fun were gone. 
Has no more light in*t than a ftone, 
Subfifting merely by fupplies 

From Phoebus in the nether fkies : 

« 

My light indeed, I muft confefs, 8$ 

Oh fome occafions will be lej&i 

But fpite itfelf -will hardly fay 

Fm debtor for a fingle ray; 

*Tis all my own, and on the fcore 

Of merit, mounts to ten times more 90 
c 4 



a4 FABLE IV, 

Than any planet can demand ' 

For light difpens'd at fecond hand. 

To hear the paltry infcft boaft 
The Grrfshopper all patience loft. 

Quoth he. My friend, it may be fo, gs 
The moon with borrow'd light may glow: 
That your faint glimmering is your own, 
I think, is queftion'd yet by none: 
But fure the office to coUedt 
The folar brightnefs and refled, ipo 

To catch thofe rays that wou*d be Ipent 
Quite ufelefs in the firmament. 
And turn them downwards on the fhade 
Which abfence of the fun has made. 
Amounts to more in point of merit 105 
Than all your tribe did e*er inherit : 
Oft by that planet's friendly ray 
The midnight traveler finds his way j 
Safe by the favour of her beams 
'Midft precipices, lakes and ftreams ; no 



FABLE IV. 25 

While you miflead him, and yoiir light. 
Seen like a cottage-lamp by night. 
With hopes to find a fafe retreat. 
Allures and tempts him to his fate: 
As this is fo, I needs muft call 115 

The merit of your light but fmall : 
You need not boaft on't tho' your o^ra ; 
*Tis light indeed, but worfe than none ^ 
Unlike to what the moon fupplies. 
Which you call borrowed and defpife. 120 
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F A B L E V. 



TXi^'ApE, the Parrot, and the 
* Jackdaw. 



I Hold . it rafh . at any time . 
Tq deal with fools difpos'd to rhime 5 
Difluafrve arguments provoke- 
Their ntmoft rage as foon 4is fpokc : 
Encourage them,' and for a day 5 

Or two you're fafe by giving way ;• 
But when they find themfelves betrayM, 
On you at laft tlie blame is laid. 
They hate and fcorn you as a traitor, 
The common lot of thofe who flatter : 10 
But can a fcribbler. Sir, be Ihunn'd ? 
What will you do when teas'd and dunn*d ? 



28 FABLE V. 

When watch'd, and caught,and clofely prefs*d, 
•When complimented and carefs'd : 
When Bavius greets you with a bow, 15 
" Sir, pleafe to read a line or two." 
If you approve and fay they're clever, 
•* You make me happy. Sir, for ever.** 
What can be done ? the cafe is plain. 
No methods of efcapc remain : 20 

Your'rc fairly nous*d, and muft confent 
To bear, what nothing can prevent, 
A coxcomb's anger ; and your fate 
Will be to fuffer foon or late. 
• An Ape that was the fole delight 25 
Of an old woman day and night. 
Indulged at table and in bed. 
Attended. like a child and fed : 
Who knew each trick, and twenty more 
Than ever Monkey play*d before, 30 
At laft grew frantic and wou'd try, 
In fpite of nature's laws, to fly. 



F A B L E V^ 29 

Oft from the window wou'd he view 
The paffing Swallows as they flew, 
Obfetve them fluttering round the walls, 35 
Or gliding o'er the fmooth canals: 
He too muft fly, and cope with thefc ; 
For this and nothing elfe wou'd pleaie : 
Oft thinking from the window's height. 
Three flories down to take his flight : 40 
He ftill was fomething loth to venture. 
As tending fl:rongly to the center: 
And knowing that the leaft miflake 
vMight coft a limb, perhaps his neck : 
The cafe you'll own was fomething nice ; 45 
He thought it bell to aflc advice; 
And to the Parrot ftraight applying, 
Allow'd to be a judge of flying. 
He thus began : ^« You'U tjiink mc rude, 
Fprgive me if I do intrude, , 50 

For you alone my doubts can clear 
In fomething that concerns me near : 
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Do you imagine, if I try. 

That I fliall e'er ^tain to fly ? 

The projcft's whimfical, no doubt, gef 

But ere you cenfurc hear me out : 

That liberty's our greateft bleflTing 

You'll grant me without farther preffing^ 

To live tonfin'd, 'tis plain and clear, 

is fomething very hard to bear: 60 

This you mufk know, who for an age 

Have been kept pris'ner in a cage, 

Deny'd the privilege to foar 

With boundlefs freedom as before. 

I have, 'tis true, much greater fcope 6$^ 

Than you, my friend, can ever hope ^ V 

I travorfe all the koufe, and play 

My tricks and gambols every day: 

Oft with ray miftrefs in a chair 

I ride abroad to take the air-, 70 

Make vifits with her, walk at large, 

A maid or footman's conftant charge. 
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Yet this is nothing, for I find 
Myfclf ftill hampered and confin'd j 
A grov'ling thing : I fain would rife 75 
Above the earth and mount the flcks ; 
The meandl birds, and infedks too. 
This feat with greatefl eafe can do. 
To that gay creature turn about 
That's beating on thi pane without ; 8^ 
Ten days ago, perhaps but five, 
A worm, it fcarcely fcem*d alive: 
By threads fufpended, tough and fmaS, 
'Midil dufty cobwebs on a wall; 
Now drefs'd in all the difi^'rent dies S5 
That vary in the ev'ning fkiesi^ 
He £[>ars at large, and on the wing 
Enjoys with freedom all the ipring; 
Skims the frefh lakes, and rifing feei 
Beneath him far the loftieft trees; ' 9ar. 
And when he refts he makes hta bow'r 
The cup of feme delicious flowV. 
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Shall creatures fo obfcurcly bred, 

On mere corruption nurs'd and fed, 

A glorious privilege obtain, . ^5 

Which I can never hope to gain? 

Shall I, like man's imperial race 

In manners, cuftoms, fliape and face, 

Expert in all ingenious tricks, 

To tumble, dance, and leap o*er fticks; 100 

Who know to footh and coax my betters. 

And match a beau, at leaft in letters 5 

Shall I defpair and never try 

(What meianeft ihfcfts can) to fly ? 

Say, mayn't I without dread or care 105 

At once commit me to the air. 

And not fall down and break my bones 

Upon thofe bard and flinty ftcnes ? 

Say, if to ftir my limbs before 

Will make me glide along or foar? no 

All things they fay are learned by trying; 

No doubt it is the lame with flying, ' 

I wait 
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I wait your judgment with refpeft. 

And fhall proceed as you direft. 

Poor Poll, with generous pity mov^d. 

The Ape's fond ralhndfs thus reprov'd : 1 15 

For, tho* inftrufted by mankind. 

Her tongue to candor ftill incUnM. 

My friend, the privilege to rife * 

Above the e^rth and mount the Jkies^ 

Is glorioxis fure, and 'tis my fate z;zq 

To feel the want on't with regret j / . 

A prisoner to. a cage confined, 

Tho* wing'd and of the flying kind. 

With you the cafe is not the fame. 

You're quite terreftrial by your frame, 125 

And fliou'd be perfe&ly content 

With your- peculiar element: 

You have no wings, I pray refledl^ 

To lift you* and your courfe dired ; 

Thofe arms <rf yours will never do, 1 30 

Not twenty in the place of two 5 
D 
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They ne'er, cap lift, you from the ground^ 

For broad and lopgj they're thick and rauijul^-; 

And therefore if. you choofc the way, . 

To leap the window, as you fay, 135 ;- 

'Tis certain that you'll be .the jeft 

Of every infc^, bird aqd beaft: 

When yoii Ik battered by your fall. 

Juft at th? bQjapm.of.the.wall 

B^^udent t\icp^ injgrpve the powers 140 . 

Which nature jgives in place of ours^.. 

You'll find them »eadily. c(^ndu(:e 

At once to.jple^ujce ^nd tp ufc. 

But airy whirls and crotphets lead 

To c^tmn ^o&^ apd .jae'er fucceed : 14^ 

As folks,, tho;' inly yex'd and teas'd,. 

Will oft feem fatisfy'd and pleas'd* 

The Ape approv'd of every word,.. 
At this tirnq uttcr'd by the bird: 
But nothing in opinion chang'd, 150- 

Thought only how. to be rweng'd.. 



It ha]^J#h'dVhcri*the d'ajr wa^ jfaii-. 
That Pbll was fet to take tKe' air,* " 

Juft where the Monkey oft fet pbring * ' 
About experimients in fb^ring'i 15^' 

Diflembling his contemj^t and rige,' 
He ftept up foftly to the cagei' 
And with a 'fly 'malicious griri, 
jA^ccofted thus the birdwithiri. 

You fay, 1 arii hot fdrmMfei" flight; i '" 
In this ybii certainly are right:'* * ^ " 
*Tis very plain upon reffeAion, *^ 

But to yourfelf there*s no objfcftion, ^ • 
Since flying 4s the very trade* * u 

For which the winged racfe is m^de j 165 ' 
And therefore* for our mutual fpott, 
1*11 make you By, you candle Be luirtV* 
With that he flyly flipt'the ftring 
Which held thfe cage up by the ring. 
In tmn the Parrot begg*d and pr^y'd, 170*' 
No word was minded thit^e fa'id : 
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Down went the cage> and on the ^imd 
Bruis'd and half-dead poor PoU was found. 
Fug who for fome time had attended 
To that alone which now was ended, 175 
Again had leifure to purfue 
The projeiSl hq had firft in view. 

Quoth he, A pcrfon if he's wile 
Will only with his friends advife, 
Thqf ^now his temper and his parts, iBcr 
And have his intereft near their hearts. 
In matters which he fliould forbear. 
They'll hold him back with prudent care,, 
But never from an envious fpirit 
Fothid him to dilplay his. merit; 185^ 
Or judging wrong, from fpleen and hate 
His talents flight or underrate : 
r aAed fuse with fmall refieftion 
In aflcing counfel and dire&ion 
From a fly minion- whom I know i^^\ 

To be my rival and my fo i 
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One who will conftantly endeavour . 

To hurt me in our lady's favour. 

And watch and plot to keep me down-^ 

f'rom obvious interefts of her own: 19^ 

But on the top of that old tow'r 

An hondt Daw has made his bow'r^ 

A faithful friend whom one may truft, 

My debtor too for many a qruft; 

Which in the window oft I lay aOQ 

For him to come and take away: 

From gratitude no doubt hell give 

Such counfel as I may receive j 

Well backed with reafons ftrong and plain . 

To pufh me forward or reftrain. 205. 

One morning when the Daw appeared, , 

The projeft was proposed and heard, : . . 

And tho* the bird was much furpriz*d 

To find friend Pug fo ill advis*d. 

He rather chofe that he lhou*d try 21a 

At his own proper rifle to fly, 
D 3 
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Than hazard, in a cafe fo nice. 
To fhock him by too free advice. 

Quoth he, I'm certain- that you'll find « 
The project anfwer to your mind j 215 
Without fufpicion, dre^d or care. 
At once commit yoy to th^ air ; 
You'll foar aloft, or, if you pleafe. 
Proceed ftrai^ht forwards at your cafe : 
The whole depends on refolution, 229 
Which you poffefs from conftitution ^ 
And if you follow as I lead> 
'Tis paft a doybt you muft fucceed. 

So faying, from the turret's height 
/The Jackdaw fliot with downward flight, 225 
And on the edge of a canal. 
Some fifty paces from the wall, 
'Lighted, obfequious "to attend 
The Monkey when he fhould delcend : 
But he, altho' he had believ'd 230 

The .flatterer and was deceived, 



Felt fome fnifgivings at his hftart 

In ventViflg on fo new ab ak : 

•But yet Ut kft/tWeen hof)e and'ftar 

. Himfelf he trufted to ^he air^ 235 

But far'd like him whom poets mention - 

With Dedalus's fold inVehfldn : 

Direftly downwards oh hfs lie&d 

He fell^ and hy ^h hour for d*ad* 

"^The vari<*fl3, (freatures in the place, -240 

Had diflf*reHt thoughts dpoh the cafe, * 

From fortFie his fate com^affidh dreW, 

But thofe I . muft cdnfefs we^e fcN^ V 

The reft efttem^d him rightly ferv'4 •' 

And in the manner: he deferv'd, — 245 

For playing tricks beyond his fphere. 

Nor thought the punifhment fevere. 

They gathered round him as he lay. 

And jeer'd him when he limp*d away. 

Pug difappointed thus and hurt, 250 

And grown befides the public Iport, 
i> 4 
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Found all his diflferent paffions change 
At once to fury and revenge : 
The Daw 'twas ufelefs to puriue, , 
I£s helpleg broody as next in view, 255 
With unrelendng paws he feiz*d. 
One's neck he wrung, another fqueez'd. 
Till of the number four or five. 
No fingle bird was left alive. 

Thus counfellors, in all regards 26a 
Tho' cCfierent, meet with like rewards : 
The ftory (hews the ceruin fate 
Of every mortal foon or late. 
Whole evil genius for his crimes 
Connefts with any fop that rhimes. 265 
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FABLE Vl. 



^the Boy and the Rain»qw. 



DEcJare, ye foges,. if ye find 
. 'Mongft animals of ev*ry kindy 
Of each condition fort and fize. 
From whales and elephants to flics, 
A creature that miftakes hi$ plan, 5 

And errs'^ conKafitly as man. 
Each kind purfues his proper good, 
. Ami fcd«.s for plcafyr^, reft, and food. 
As nature points, and never errs 
In what it choofes and prefers s V^ 
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F A B L E VIL 



Celia and her Mirror. 




S there are various forts of mindsy 
\.So friendfliips are of difTrent kinds ; 

Some, conftant when the objed.'s near,. . 

Soon vanifti if it difappear. . 

Anpjther fort, with equal flame, $, 

la abfence will be ftill the fame : 

Some folks a trifle will provoke. 

Their weak attachment foon is broke ; 

Some great offences only move 

To change in friendfhip or in love. lo- 
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t 

Affeftion, Vfhtn it has its iburce 

In things that fliift and change of courfe. 

As thefe diminifh and decay^ 

Muft likcwifc fade and melt away. 

But when *tis of a nobler kind, 15 

Inlpir'd by reftitudc of mind. 

Whatever accident arrives. 

It lives, and death itfelf furvives ; 

Thofe diflferent kinds reduced to two, 

Falfe friendlhip may be called and true. 20 

In Celiacs dfawing-room of late 

Some ftSnale friends were met to chat ^ 

Where after much difcourfc had paft, ^^ 

A portrait grew the theme at laft : 

*Twas Celiacs you muft underftand, 25 

And by a celebrated hand. 

Says One, That pifture fiire muft ftrike. 

In all relpefts it is fo-lifce; 

Your very features, fha'pe and air 

Exprefs*d, believe me, to a hair: 30 

The 
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The price I'm Cure cou'dnot be Imall^^ii^ 
Juft S^ty guineas frame ai^dl.-^ <' ^ . - 
That Mirror there is won^'rcms -fine— ♦ . • : 
I own the bavUe coft in^ /line |. . * 
Ym fairly cheated you may fwear, . .35^ 
For never was a tiding fo dear: ., : - 

Dear.-^uoth theLo9king-gla&-^and Spolkc^ 
Madan)) it wou'd afaintpcproke: 1 

Muft that (ame gau4/^thing be.own'd • ( 

A pennyworth at ^&y pounder >' 4^ 

While I at nine am leckon^d.de^r^ . /. -; 

'Tis what^I never thqught;to hear,, .*r - 

Let both our merits now be 'tiy-d^ • . 

This fair afleaibly<iliall decide 1 . . « 

And I will prove it to. your, faqe, . 45 

That yoQ arc partial in the caic» - 

I give a likened far more true , 

Than any artift ever drew; 

And what is vtftly moi^ e^eft 

Your whole variety of drefs : 5a 

E 
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Frdtn mom to nodnty frain tfodii to injgn^ 
I watrh deck char%e and paonc it Hght i * 

Bcfidw Pm iftiftrds of the ahi ^ 

Which conquers ind Seciiies k heaSrt. * 

jF&achycna How touiedi^feitfit^^ i$ 
That vary and iflift your cKaribs^, 
And in the triumphs of the &irv 
Claim half the merit f<fir my {bStcr 
So wh&n the ttiftll % ki^ tm, 
f ih worth at icitt ihy wn^ tn gSM ; 66^ 
But that vifti tiling rXyfrffkh yfiu'^^alc 
Becomes tjtittc \3elefe m ^a ^S^L 
For, tho* k hsfii Ihb bfher Vice, 
•Tis out of il&ihidh in a itt?<ie^ 
Thecapisclii^d^tficcioKe/tlb^ 85 
It muft no ficjnger ftay in tbwn^ 
But goes in tbtirfe to linie a wall 
With others in yotir couhtty^3&tt- 

The Mirror thus ;— iTic Nyfhph replyM^ 
'i'bur merit cannot jic denyM ; 70 



The portrait too, I. muft cdnfefa, 
In foqic rcfpedls l^as yaftly kfs, 
But you yourftlf ^iU frcciy ^rant 
That it has vit:tue§ whiqb )cow waac 
Tis certain that you fan cxprefs 75 

My Ihape, $ny features and ;ny drcfs^ 
Not juft as well, but better top 
Than Kn£L|.$r once or Ramsay now. 
But that fame ini^ge in yq\v heart 
Which thus excels the painter's ^rt^ $0 
The Ihorteft abfencc can defwet 
And put a monkey's in its jpjac? ; 
That other which the canvas b^Ars, 
Unchanged and cooftent, lafts for years, 
Wou'd keep its luflre and its blopn;i .85 
Tho* it were here and I at Rp^ie. 
When age and fickoef^ ihall invade 
Thofe yputliful qharms and .njake them fade^ 
You'll foon perceive It, and jeveaj 
What partial friendfliip Ihpu'd conceal : 90 

E 4 ' 
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You'll tell me, in your ufual way. 

Of furrowed checks and locks grown gray j 

Your generous rival, not fo cold, 

* • • , 

Will nc*er fuggeft that I am old ; 

Nor mark when time and flow difeafe ^s 

Has ftoirn the graces wont to pleafe ; 

But keep my image to be feen 

In the full bloflbm of fixteen : 

Beftowing freely all the praife 

I merited in better days, io# 

You will (when I am turned to duft. 

For beauties die, as all things mufl:^ 

And you remember but by feeing) 

Forget that e'er I had a being: 

But in that pifture I fhall live, 105 

My charms fhall death itfelf furvive, 

And figur'd by the pencil there 

Tell that your mrftrefs once was fair. 

Weigh each advantage and defeft^ 

Ifht Portrait merits moft refpeft: • ii4 
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Your qualities would recommend 
A fervant rather than a friend; 
But fcrvice fure, in every cafe. 
To friendfhip yields the higher place. 
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Imtatei from Theocritus. ° 
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Y all the iais^s *tis confeft 



Tlut hope when moderate is beft : 
But when induJ^gM lieyond due tuejafunc . . 
tt yields ^ .yajn deceitful pleAfore, 
. Vjrhich cl^^s, the firnple, and . betrajsf p 
To niifchiQf in a thpufand ways i 
Jyft hope affiUs in all (mr toils. 
The yrhe^ls of indulby it p^\&i . . 
In great attempts the bpibm fires, 
^And zeal and conftancy inipires. 19 

Falfe hope, like ^ deceitful dream, 
^efts on fpme vifiqruuy fcheme. 
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And keeps us idle to our lofi, 
Inchanted with our hai^ds acrofs. 

A Tale an ancient Bard has told t^ 

Of two poor Filhermcn of old, 
Their names were (left I fliould forget 
And put the reader in a pet. 
Left critics too fhou'd make a pother) 
The one Asphelio, Gripus t'other. 20 
The men were very poor, their trade 
Cou'd fcarce afford them daily bread: 
Tho* ply'd with induftry and care 
Thro* the whole feafon, foul and fair. 
Upon a rock their cottage ftood» 25 

On all fides bounded by the flood : 
It was a miferable feat. 
Like cold and hunger's worft retreat : 
And yet it ferv*d them both for life, 
As neither cou'd maintain a wife ; 30 

Two walls were rock, and two were fahd, 
Ramm'd up with ftakcs and made to ftand. 
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A roof hung thr^at'mng a*er their Jieads 
Of boards half-rotten, thatcli'd with reeds.' ' 
-And as no thief ^er touched their flbore^, ^§ 
A hurdle ferv*d them for z door, ^ , >. 1 
Their beds i/irere leaves ; againft the wall t' 
A fail hung drying, yard andalL 
On one fide lay an old patched wherry, ^ i' 
3Like Charon's on the Stygian ferry : ...40 
On t'other, baflcets and a net. 
With fea-wced foul and always wet* 
Thefe forry inftruments of trade 
Were all the furniture they had:; 
For they had neither ipit nor pot, 45 

Unlefs my author has forgot. 

Once fome few hours ere break of day. 
As in their hut our Fifhers lay. 
The one awak'd and wak'd his neighbouiv 
*That both might ply their.daily labour 1 50 
For. cold and. hunger ^rc <x*ifeft , ' 

Uo friends to indolence or reft. 
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Friend, qooth tbc 4iimi^iWf w»^ ^^^ 

I3iM «U your &ryke c»? f!q»y ,5$ 
For years to cooie hy. JWg)it;i^ f]ajf ^ . ; 
YoiiW inobr.^idic thon^bt 9#*t jBp^^ ^ 
mad..* . . X 

The fwA djwtm ;tli« )c5w f ^^^ 

prpi^p 
You mad ipdcc^ jor di^ in i$^i ^p 
For dreatm.fiiou'd iKcig^ j[>i$«lig^^wit^|tjb^ 
Who feci libc waiu of rfood^fj ?^9!t)^s : . 
iJ gucfs, t^o' fimjit ^?d ttJ>.t^\ig*l|, 
You drcarii'd^bout a Jwcky iJi?Mght, 
.Qr,inoiicyioiuid:by . chance ; jhey figr, ^5 
That *^ hwpgry 4&«^s d W*m .^ -JJicy /* 

:you!fic.»'ond*r<ttis.fhrewd, upon ir^ twt^ 
4^«^H8uo <(cy'ds.Ai»i right jn :lx)th : 
My diream had>£oId V^^rf^ youTaid, 
And.6fbipg-K)Q, our.i;anftMt;tHtde j .;» 
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And fince yoiir guefs has Jrit fo near, 

In ihort, the whole bti't you IhaH hear. 

" Upbn the fhore I feem-d to ftaftd^ 

My rod and tackle in my Tiand ; 

i:i\^ baited liook'fuil oft 1 thttw, y% 

But ftili in vain, I nothing drew: 

A fifli at iaft appeai^d to bite, - 

* ■ 

The cork div*d quickly out of figlit, ' 

And foon the dippiiitgrod 1 found , 

With fometWng weighty bent halfround : 80 

Quoth I, Good luck Has come at laft, 

Pvc Itirely hiade a iiappy caft :. 

This fifli, when in the mafket fold» 

In place of brafs will fell for gold : 

To bring it fafe within my reach^ 85 

I dreW it foftly to the beach: • 

But long ei-e it' had come fo near 

The water gleattt'd with fomediing clttr j 

Each paifTmg biflow canght' the bkte^ ' * 

And giittVing Itont with golden r'ays* '90 
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Of hope and czpcftacion full 
Impatient, yet afraid to pull^ 
To fhorc I (lowly brought my prize, 
A gokkn fifli of lat^ft lizc : 
Twas metal all from head to tail> 95 

Quite ftiff and glitt'nng eVry fcale. 
Thouglit I, my fortune now is made i 
Tis time to quit the fifhing trade. 
And choofe ibmc other, where the gains 
Are fure, and come for half the pains, ico 
Like creatures of amphibious nature 
One hour on land and three in water i 
We live *midft danger, toil and cart. 
Tec never have a groat to fpare: 
While others, not expos*d to harm, 105 
Grow rich, tho' always dry and warm ; 
This trealure will fuffice, and more. 
To place me handfomly on (hore. 
In fome fnug manor; now a (wain. 
My ftccrs fhail turn the furrowed plain, no 
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While on a mounwln'ii grafly fide 

My flocks Art p^tlViiig f^r and wkk : 

Bcdde All this rU \mt a fcAt 

Ctmvcnirtu, ^Irgant und ncAti 

A houlc mx over great nor frnftlli 115 

Three mun\% a kitchen, and a halK 

The oflkes contrlvM with Cdre 

And fitted to complete a fquAre: , 

A garden well laid out \ a wlffi 

To double all the joyi of iifei lao 

With children pratt^ling at my kneei, 

Such trifles ail are fare to pleafe. 

Thofe gay dedgns, and twenty more, 

t in my dream was running oVr, 

While you, a« If you owM me fpite, i%$ 

Broke in and put them all to (light, 

Blew the whole villon into air, 

And left me waking in delpairi 

Of laie we have been poorly fed, 

taft night went fupperlcHi to bed : tj^ 
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Yet, if I ha^ it in my. poVr . _ - 

My dream ta lengthen for an hour^ . ^ .. 
The pleifurc mounts to fuch a fum, j ^ . 
I'd faft for fifty yet to come. .,., 

Therefore to bid me rife is vain i^s 

I'll wink and try to dream again. 

If this, quoth Gripus, is the way 
You choofc, Fve nothing more to fay ; 
'Tis plain that dreams of wealth will ferve 
A, perfon who rcfolves to ftarve j 140 
But fure, to hug a fancy'd cafe. 
That never did nor can take place. 
And for the pleafures it can give 
Negled the trade by which we live. 
Is madncfs in its greateft height, 145 
Or I miftalce the matter quite: 
Leave fuch vain fancies to the great, 
For folly fuits a large cftate : 
The rich may fafely deal in dreams, 
Romantic hopes and airy fchemcs* 15^ 
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But you and I, upon rfly word, . 
Such paftime cannot wcU afford ; 
And therefore if j'ou would be wift^ 
Take my advice, for once, and rife. 
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WHO fets his heart. on things below, 
^ .. Biit little happinefs fhall know; 
For eveiy pbjeft he. purfues 
Will vex, deceive. him andabufc : 
/Wftile he whofe hopes i^nd'wilhes rife 5 
To cndic*fs.blifs above 'the Ikies, 
A true f^licijy (hall gain, ^v * 

With fre€4<¥A fr<>in bp^iearQ and pain. \ 
He fecks what yields him peace and reft. 

Both when in profped and pofleft, 10 
F 
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A fwain, whofe flock had gone aftray. 
Was wand'ring far out of his way 
Thro* dcfarts wild, and chanc'd to fee 
A ftripling leaning on a. tree. 
In all things like the hunman-kind, 15 
. But that upon his back behind 
Two wings were from his fhoulders Ipread 
Of gold and azure ting*d with red ; 
Their colour like the evening Iky : 
A golden quiver grac'd his thigh : ap 
His bow unbended in bis hiand 
He held, afid wrote with on the fand ; ' 
As one whom anxious claims ^urfti^ 
In mufing oft is wont to da. 
He ftarted ftill with fudden fear^ 2$ 

As if fomc danger hjtd been near^ 
And turn'd on every fide to view 
A flight of birds that round him flew^ 
Whofe prefcKce feemM to mAke him fad. 
For all were amineus and bad 5 30 
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The iwwk mas ttwr, At type of fpiee. 
The jealous fiml thatt i&uns irhe iighc. 
The wv^en, wbpfc propSactac hali 
Denounces woe a$id mifchief ^mi ; 
?3ie vulture hungry to devowr, 35 

Tho* goirgy und gjlutaicd cv'^ry ^ar ; 
With thdc (x>nf us*d an «gly crew 
Of haqxies* b»ts and (dragons &ewy 
With taloas arm'd and teetrh and iKngs^ 
Tie air was darfcen'd with liieir wings. ,40 
The fwain, tho* firighten'd, yet drew .near, 
CompiifliDn Tofe in placfe o£ fear. 
He to the maged yoi&th began, 
** Say, are you mortal tmd rfmaii, 
Oc fometbsog of oekiCUal binkj 45 

From heaven defcondcd to the ^ardi ? " 
I am not *Qf teoreftrisd kind. 
Quoth Cupi:p, nor to earth confin'd : 
Heav'n is nay tnie and proper fphere. 
My reft ji»d' happinefe are there : £o 

¥ 2 
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Thro* all the bpundlcfs realms of light 
The phcenix waits upon my flight. 
With other birds whofe names are known > 
In that delightful place alone. 
But when to earth my courfe I bend, gg 
At once they leave me and afcend-. 
And for companicHis, in their ftead, 
Thofe winged monfters there fucceed. 
Who hov'ring round me night and day, 
Expeft and claim me as their prey. 6# 

Sir, quoth the Shepherd, if you'll try^ 
Your arrows foon will make them fly ; 
Or if they brave them and refift:. 
My fling is ready to afllit 

Incapacle of wounds and pain, 65 

Reply'd the winged youth again, 
Thefe foes our weapons will defy 5 
Immortal made, they never die ; 
But live to haunt me every where, 
While I remain within their Iphere. 7© 
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Sir, quoth the Swain, might I advifc. 
You ftraight Ihou'd get above the fkies : 
It feems indeed your only way. 
For nothing here is worth your ftay : 
Befide, when foes like thefe moleft, 75 

You'll find but little peace or reft. 
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FAB L E X. 



^e Swan and tbi other Birds* 



EACH c^ndi3a|5p for. public fatne 
..EiP^ages in a 4efp'ratje ^^m^ : 
His labour he will fiijd but loil^ 
VOr lefs than half repaKi at moft : ' . r ;^ 
Tp prove this point I fhall not chQofci ,-| 
' The arguni^ni;s which. Stpics pfe -, 
^That hifin^n life is but a dcea^p, 
V %nd few things in it what they feem i . 

praife is vain and Uttlf worth, . 
empty bauble, and fo forth* 19 

rU offer one, but of a kind • 
Not half fo fuhtil and rcfin'dj 

F 4 
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Which, when the reft are out of fight. 
May Ibmetimes chance to have its weight* 
'The man who fets his merits high 1 5 
To glitter in the public eye, 
Shou'd. have defed? but. very fmall. 
Or .ftriftly, fpcakipg,. none at all :. • . 
For that fuccefs which fpreads his fame, 
J^rovokes each envious tongue to blame, 20 
And makes his faults and failings know© 
Where'er his better parts are fhown. 

Upon a time, as Poets fing. 
The Birds all waited on their king, - 
His hymeneal rites to grace; •- ^ 25 

A flow'ry meadow was the place 5 
They all were frolickfome and gay* 
Amidft the pleafures of the day. 
And ere the feftival was clos'd, 
A match at finging was proposed ; 30 

The queen herfelf a wreath prepar'd. 
To be the conqueror's reward ; 
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With ftore of pinks and dailies in it, ■ 
And nrany a fongfter try*d to win it; 
But all the judges foon confeft ' ^ 
The Swan fuperior to the reft. 
He got the garland from the bride. 
With honour and appilaufe befide : 
A tattling gobfe, with envy ftung, 
Altho* hcrfelf fhe ne'er had fung, 40 

Took this occafion to reveal 
What Swans feem ftudidus to cbnieal, ' 
And, IkilPd in fatire's artful ways, 
Inveftive introduc'd with praife. "^ 

The Swan, quoth fhe, upon my word, 45 
Deferves applaufe from ev'ry bird : 
By proof his charming voice you know, " 
His feathers foft and white as friow ; 
And if you faw him when he fwims 
Majeftic on the filver ftreams, 50 

He'd fceni complete in all refpeds : 
But nothing is without defedts i ^ 
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For that is tjrue, which few wou'd think. 
His leg^ and feet are bkck as ink -^ 
' As black as wk — if this be true, 55 
To me 'tis wofidciful and new. 
The Ipv^reiga qf ,t^ birds rcply'd •» 
But foon the ti^ith on't (hall be try'd. 
Sir, (hew yopr ^Eabs, and for piy fakc^ 
Confute at once this foul mistake, 60 
For rU mainfain,, and I am riglft. 
That, like your feathers, they are white. 
Sir, quoth the Swan, it wouM be vaia 
For me a faUhood to maintain ; 
My legs arc Uack, and proof will (how 
Beyond difpute that they are fo: 
But. if I had not got a prize 
Which glitters much in fomc folks eyes. 
Not half the birds had ever known • 
iWhat truth now forces me to own, 70 
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A B L E XI. 

*;• ..,■•' 

'^- 7*^^ LovEjt and his Friend, 



^0 the PoETi 



. ^ffW^lS not the point m works of ait 
^JL; With care to furnifli every part^ 
/•TlBSt cRch to high pcr^aioh ^ai^^^ 
S ■^jr Sraw atiEcntion aad be pnus'd, 
3i%©-©tyea by idaf rd|fcaed,. 



^1 



ijKxo' all iKe others were negledled: 
JlQjfi oiaftej* o«ily this cjm do, 
Jfestfeany a vulgar artift -too: * - 
We know diftinguilh*d merit moft 
When in the whole the parts are loft, xo 
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When nothing riies up to Ihine, 
Or draw us from the chief defign» 
When one united full effect 
Is fek, before we caii refleft ^ ^ -* - 
And mark the cauies that confpire 15 

To charm, and force us to admire. 
This is indeed a matter's part. 
The very fummit of his, art. 
And therefore when ye Ihall rehearfc 
To friends for trial of your verfe^ 20 
Mark their behaviour and their way, t 
As much, at leaft, as what they fay ; 
If they feem picas'd, and yet are mute. 
The poemV good beyond difpute 5 
^ut when they babble all ihe while, 25 
Now praife the fenfe, and now the ftile, 
'Tis plain that fomcthing muft be wrong, - 
This too weak or that too ftrong. 
The art .i$, wanting which conveys 
tapreffions in myfterious ways, 30 
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And makes U3 from a whole rcccivt • 

What no <llvided pam can give : 

Fine writing, therefore, fcems of courfe 

Lefs fit to pleafe at firft than worfe- 

A language fitted to the fenfe 35 

Will hardly pafs for eloquence. 

One feels its force, before he fees 

The charm which gives it pow'r to pleafe, • 

And ere inftrudled to admire. 

Will read and read and never tire. 40 

But when the ftile is* of a kind- 

Which foars and leaves the fenfe behind, 

•Tis fomething>y idelf, and draws - 

From vulgar judges dull applaufe; 

They'll yawn, and tell you as you read, 45 

" Thofe lines are mighty fine indeed j" 

But never will your works perufe 

At any time, if they can choofc. 

*Tis not the thing which men call wit, 

Nor charadkers, tho' truly hit, 50 
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Nor flowing numbers £o& or ftraq^ 
That bears the raptur'd foul along ^ 
^Tis fomething of a diflfrem: kind» 
Tis aU thofe ikilfuUy combing 
To make what critics call a whde> 55 
Which raviflies and charms the fouL 

Alexis by fair Celia's (com 
To ^ief abandoned and forlorn^ 
Had fought in folitude to cover 
His anguifh, like a hopelefs lover: 60. 
With his fond paflion to debate. 
Gay Strefhon fought his rural feat. 
And found him with the fhepherds plac'd 
Far in a folitary wafbe. «- 

My friend, quoth he, you're much to 
blanie ; 6$ 

This foolilh fo&nefs quit for &ame ; 
Nor fondly doat upon a woman, 
Whofe charms are nothing more than com- 
mon. 
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That C<£LiA^) handibtiac I agite^ 
But Clara's handfotner than Qskti 70 
EuANfdx's wit» which all commciul^ 
Does CiUA^B certainly tfianfcend : 
Nor can yo^ find che leaft pretence 
With Pmeb£*s to compare her fenfe i 
With better tafte Belinda dreifes, 75 

With truer ftep the floor fee pre^s; 
And for behaviour foft and kind, 
Melissa leaves her far behind: 
What witchcraft then can fix the chain 
Which makes yoy fuffer her di&lainy 9o 
And not attempt the manly part 
To fet at liberty your heart? 
Make but one ftruggle, and you'll fee 
That in a moment you'll be free. 

This Stre^hon urg'd, and ten times more^ 
From topics often touch'd before: *6 
In vain his eloquence he try'd-, 
Alexis, fighing, thus reply'd^ 
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If Clara's handfomc and a toaft^ . 

rris all the merit (he can boaft : 90/ 

Some fame Eu anthe's wit has gainld, 

Becauie by prudence not tdlrain'd, 

Phkbe I own is wondrous wife. 

She never afts but in difguife: 

Belinda's merit all coafefs 95 

Who know, the myftery of drels : 

But poor Melissa on the fcore 

Of mere good-nature pleafes more : 

In thofe the reigning charm appears 

Alone, to draw our eyes and ears, 100 

No other rifes by its fide 

And ihines, attention to divide; 

Thus feen alone it ftrikcs the eye. 

As fomething exquifite and high : 

But in my Celia you will find 105 

Perfeftion of another kind ; 

Each charm fo artfully exprcft 

As fliU to mingle with the reft : 

Averfc 



FABLE XL 81 

Avcrfe and Khunning to be known. 
An objeft by itfclf alone, iio 

But thus combin'd they make a ipell 
Whofe force no human tongue can teU ; 
A pow*rful magic which my brealt 
Will ne'er be able to refill: 115 

For as (be flights me or complies. 
Her conftant lover lives or dies. 
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FA B L E Xir. 



^)&^'Rake a?id the Hermit. 



AYouth,;a pupil of the town, 
Phildfopher and atheift grown, - 
Benighted once i^oii the road, 
Found out a Hermit's lone abode, 

• : Whofe -hoipitality in need '5 

. RelievM the traveler and his fteed, 
FojR both, fufficiently were tir'd. 
Well drenched in. ditches and bcmir'd. 

• Hunger the firft attention claims; 

'Upon the coals a falher flames, 10 

Dry crufts, and liquor fomething ftale. 

Were added to make up a meal; 
G 2 
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At which our traveler as he fat >^ 

By intervals began to chat . .; '\ 

"'Tis odd, quoth h€, to think what ftraim i^ 
Of folly govern fomc folks brains : -< > 
What makes you cftoofe this wild abode ? 
You'U fay, 'tis to converfe with God : 
Alas> I fear, 'tis all a whim ; ' 

You never faw or fpoke with him. 20 

They talk of Providence's powV, 
And fay it rules us every hour; 
To me all nature fcems confuiion, 
And fuch weak fancies mere delufion« 
Say, if it rul'd and govern'd right 25 
Cou'd there be fuch a thing as night ; 
Which, when the fon has left the Ikies^ 
Puts all things in a deep difguife? - ^ 
If then % trav'ler chance to ftray 
The leaft ftep from the public way, ^ 
He's foon in endleft mazes loft. 
As I have found it to my coft^ 
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Befides, the gloom which nature V9^4rs» 

Aflifts imaginary fears 

Of ghofts and goblins from the waves 35 

Of fulph'rous lakes and yawning graves ; 

All fppung from fuperftitious feed. 

Like other maxims of the creed. 

For my part, I reje£t the tales 

Which faith fuggefts when reafon faib ; 49 

And reaibn nothing underftands. 

Unwarranted by eyes and hands. 

Thefe fubtil cflcnces, like wind. 

Which fome have dreamt of and call mind. 

It ne'er admits ; nor joins the lie 45 

Which fays men pot, but never die. 

It holds all future things in doubt, 

And therefore wifely leaves them out : 

Suggefting what is worth our care. 

To take things prefent as they are, 50 

Our wifeft courfe : the reft is folly 

The fruit of fpleen and melanchdly. ,^ 
3 



86 FAB L E XIL 

Sir, qpoih the Hfefmit, I J^rcC * 

That rcafon ftill our guide fhou'd be : 
And will admic her as the teft, 55^ 

Of what is true and what h beft : 
But reafon fure wdu'd blufh for fhame 
At what you mention in her name'; 
Her didates are fublime and hdly: 
ItJpicty's the child of fedly ; 6<j 

Reafon with mestfur'd fleps and flow 
To things above from things bdow 
Afcends, and guides us thco' her fphere 
Wid^' caution, vigilance and cat«. 
Faith in the utmoft frontier ftands^ 65 

And reafon. puts- us in her hands^ 
But not till her comqiifllon giv*ir 
Is found authentic, and from heav'n. 
'Tis ftrange that man, a reasoning creature, 
Shou'd mifs a God in viewing nature : 70 
Whofe high perfedlions are difplay'd 
In ev'ry thing his hands- have made: 
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Ev'n when we tWnk. t^r twjas.leflw .. I 

When foundf^gain, wp^ffif ^entmoft i .: .' 

Tfe^ night it^lf .TifJHch, yOJU^WPfiW; bUmiP Jtfi, 

As fomethiqg w^ng ki nature'i iiCame» ..: : 

Is but_a .cvHffairt ^ft.inyeft ,. ., ; .' 

Her weaiy qhiWcen,, y^h§o atfit^: . '. 

Like ^t.^hicdli matters, drav^. to kcc|i 

Tfee Kgh^ <?S; frow. a child. afltcp^ . - JA • 

Befidc,th€f^jBiir]ufih<fet:kif«fe.bJ¥^^^ 

At leal^ angneot?^ in Y»lgv.he^5^ * i 

Are % ffpiR, ufejefe wfeeo ttte mind > .^ 

Is narrow ;^nd to eari:h. c;pnfin'^'» 

They mj^e t^e wprldling thipk with pain 85 

On frauds aiid path« and ill got gain % 

Force from thq n}fi|an's hand the knife 

Juft raised againft his neighbour'^ life.; . 

And in defence of virtue's caufc 

Affift ea^h faftftion of the laws. 90. 

But fouls ferQpe, where wifdom dwells 

And luperi^itio^us dre^d eippels, 
o 4 
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The filent majefty of niglic 
Excites to cake a nobkr Aighjt^ 
With faints and angcl$ to explore 95 

The wonders of creadng pow'r ^ 
And lifts on contcmplatkm's wings , 
Above the ^here of mortal thiBg$ : 
Walk forth and tread thofe dewy plains 
Where night in awful iiknce reigasi . ibo 
The fky's ferene^ the. airr ib ffiU, -^ ' 
The woods ftand liffning on each hilU 
To catch the founds that fink and f^ell :' 
Wide*fioating from the evening bell, < ^' 
While fpj^cshoid and beetles hum, 165 
Sounds which make fil^ice itiU more dumb : 
And try if folly rafh and nide — : 

Dares on the facred hour intrude. 
Then turn your eyes to heay*<3t*^ bi*oad ftsame, 
.Attempt to quote thofe lights by nam^yilo 
Which fhtine fo thick and fpresi^l fo fa*; \ 
Conceive a fun |n every ftar^ 
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Round which unniitnberM plahets roll, 
While comets Ihoot athwart the whole, 
:-JProm fyftem ftill to fyftem ranging, 115 
Their various benefits exchanging, 
And (haking from their flaming hair 
The things moft needed every where. 
Explore this glorious fcene, and fay 
That night difcovers lefs than day ; 120 
That *tis quite ufelefs, and a fign 
That chance difpoles, not defign : 
Whoe'er maintains it, FU pronounce 
Him either mad or elfe a dunce. 
For reafon, tho* *tis far from ftrong, 125 
WiU foon find out that nothing's wrong, 
From figns and evidences clear. 
Of wife contrivance every whete. 

The Hermit ended, and the youth 
/Became a convert to the truth ; 13® 

,At kaft, he yielded, and confeft 
That all was ord^r'd for the bcft. 
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F A B L E XIII. 



. Phebus and the Shepherj>. 



I Cannot think bu^ more dr Jefj 
True merit always gains fuccefs \ 
That ei^vjr, ^prejudice and fpite, . 
Will never fink a |jf?nius quite. 
Eacperience Ihews beyond a tJoubt 5 

That worth, the* clouded, will fhinc Q^ilSL 
The fecond name for epic fong, 
Fkft clafiic of the Englifli tongue, • 
Great Milton, when he firft appeared, , 
!Was ill received and coldly heard : i* 
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In vain did fadion dama thofe lays : 

Which all poftcrity Ihall praife : J I 

Is Dryden or his works forgot A 

For all that Buckinghai^ has wrote ? r c> 

The peer's fharp iatire, charged with fcnfe, i $ 

Gives picafure at no one's cxpencc: 

The Bard and Critic, both infpir'd 

By Phebxts, fliall be ftill admired: 

Tis true that cenfurc, right or wrong. 

May hurt at firft the nobleft fong, 26 

And for a while defeat the claim 

Which any writer has to .feme : 

A mere book-merchant with his tools 

Can fway with eafc the herd of fools : 

Who on a moderate computation 25 

Are tm to one in every nation. *— 

Your ftilc is ftiff — . your periods halt — 

In every line appears a fault — 

The plot and incidents ill forted — . ,* 

* 
No finglc charafter fupported— ^ 3d 
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Your iimiltes will &anre applf i / 
The whole ini^a{>eA<» dark and fdry. 
All this will pafSj And ^tn its cnii 
On the beftpodm c*cr was pcna'd: 
$ut when the firft afiouhs are o'er, 35 

When fops zxid wicKngs .prate ao-mcre, 
And when yot^ works are quite fdrgdt 
By all who praife or blame by rote : 
Without felf-interdt, fpiccn 01: hate 
The men of fenfe decide your fitte : 40 
Their judgment ftands j and what:ttey I^y , 
Gains greater credit ev'ry day; 
Till groundlefs prejudices paft^ 
True merit has its due at laft. 
The hackney fcribblers of the townj 45 
Who were thefirft i» write you down, 
Theiii malice chang'd to admiration 
/Promote your growing reputation, • 
^A|id to excels of praife proceed *, 
But this fcarce happens till you're dead, 50 
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When fame fer^emus^ wit» and fldU» 
Can do you neither good nor ill; 
Yet, if you ifould not be forgot. 
They'll help to keep your name afloat. 

An aged Swain that us'd to feed . §$ 
His flock upon a mountain's head. 
Drew crouds of fliepherds from each hill. 
To hear and profit by his fkill ; 
For ev*ry fimple of the rock. 
That can offend or cure a flock, $o 

He us'd to ntiark, and knew its pow'r 
In fl:em and foliage, root and flowV. 
Bcfide aU this, he cou'd foretel 
Both rain and.funfhine pafllng well ; 
By deep fe^city he'd find, '' €5 

The future Ihifangs of the wind ; 
And guefs mcfl: flirewdly ev*ry year 
If mutton wou'd be cheap or dear. 
To tell. his (kill in every art^ 
Of which he undcrftood a part, 730 
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His f^ge atdvite was -wrapt 4n talis. 
Which* oft perfuacle when ireafon faHs j 
To do him jciftifce every wfccre 
Wou-M take more-time than I caa (part. 
And theitfore now fliall only touch 75 
Upon a fa£l: which authors vouch; 
That Phebus oft wou*d condcfccnd 
To treat this Shfepherdlike a friend: 
•Oft when the' ft)lar chariot pad, 
<Pfovided he was not in hafte, 80 

Hey leave his fteeds to take frefli breath. 
And crop the herbage of the heath ; 
While with the Swain a turn or two 
HeM take,' as landlords ufe to do, 
"When'fick of finer folks in town, 85 
They find' amufcmcnt in a clown. 
One morning when the God alighted. 
His winged fteeds l6ok*d wild and frighted ; 
The whip it feems had not been idle. 
One's traces bfoke, another's bridle : 90 
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All four were fwitciiM in cvcfy part. 

Like common jades that draw a cart, 

Whofe fides and haunches all along 

yShow the juft meaiure of the thong* 

Why, what's the matter, quoth the Swaili, 

Riy lord, it gives your fervant pain ; 96 

Sure fome offence is in the cafe, 

I read it plainly in your face.— ^ 

Offence, quoth Pkebus, vex*d and heated; 

*Tis one indeed, and oft repeated: 100 

Since firft I drove thro' heav'n^ highway. 

That's before "yefterday; you'll fay. 

The envious clouds in league with night 

Confpire to intercept my light ; 

Rank vapours breath'd from putrid lakes, io§ 

The fteams of common-few^rs and jakes. 

Which under-ground fliou'd be confined,' ' 

Nor fuffcr'd to pollute the wind;- -^^ ^ 

Efcap'd in air ;by vatious wiys, 

^tinguilh. or divert my rays. '116 

Oft 
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Oft in the morning, when my ftefdl - * 
Above 4:hl5 ocean lift tteir heads. 
And when I hope to fee my beariis 
Far g^rttetiog on the woods and llreams ; 
A >^ge <^f iazy clouds that tleep 115 
Upon the furface of the deep, 
Receive it once and wrap me found 
In fogs extingnifh'd half ahd drownM. 
But m^ toy puTpofe, and by Styst- 
VffL Aoc fooh ^«i3ter*a when t'&xi ' 126 
If things 2tr6 foffer*d at this pafs,' : " * 
rU fairly turn my nag$ to grafe: 
No more this idje round PlI dance. 
But let all natwe take its chance. 

If,- qu^ the Shepherd, it were fit 125 
To .argue- with the god of wit, : 
I cou^d a circomftance fuggrfft' 
That v/ou'd alleviate things at feaft. 
That clouds oppofe your rifing light 
Full oft ind lengthen out the night, 1^6 
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Is plain ; but foon they diiappear> 
And leave the iky ferenc apd clears < 
We ne'^r cxpcSi a finer day. 
Than when the morning h^ been grays > 
Befides, thofe vapours which confine tgg 
You ifluing from your eaftem flirine,. 
By heat fublim'd and thinly ipread. 
Streak all the ev'ning fky with red : 
And when your radiant orb in vain 
Wou'd glow beneath the weftem main, 140 
And not a ray couM reach our eyes, 
Unleis refle&ed from the ikies, 
Thoic watry mirrors icnd your light 
In ibeams amidft the ihades of night : 
Thus lengthening out your reign much more 
Than they had ihorten'd it before. 146 
As this is fo, I muft maintain 
You've little reafon to complain : 
For when the matter's underftood. 
The ill kerns balanced by the good i 1 50 
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The only diiPrencc'in the cafe • ■' 
Is that the milchief firft takes place. 
The compenfation when youVe gone* 
Is rather fomewhat late, I owh : " 
Bat fmce *tis fo, you'll own *tis fit "155 
To make the beft on't, arid fubmit. 
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F ABLE XIY. 



T!he Breezi: and the T^mpsst* 



THAT nation hoafts a happyiate 
Whofe prince is good as well as greaf. 
Calm peace at home with'pknty feigns. 
The law its proper courfe obtains ; 
Abroad the public is refpeftcd, 5 

And all its int'refts are protefted : 
But when his genius, weak or ftrong^ 
Is by ambition .ppinted wrong, 
When private greatnefs has poflcfsM 

In place of public good his breaflr, xq 
H 3 
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*Tis oertdn, and 1*11 prove it true. 
That cv^iy mifchicf muft cnfue. 
On fomc pretence a war is made. 
The citjzcn muft change his trade -, 
His ftcers the hufbandman unyokes, 15 
The fliephcrd too muft quit his flocks. 
His haritllefs life and honeft gain. 
To robi to murder, and be flain : 
The fields, once fruitful, yield no more 
Their yearly produce as before : 10 

Eacli ufeful plant negleded ^m^ 
While idle weeds licentious rife 
Unnumber'd, to ufurp the land 
Where jreBow harvefts us*d to ftand. 
Lean famine fodrt in courfe fucceeds •, 25 
Difeafes follow as ihe leads. 
No infaht bands at clofe of day 
In ev*ry village fport and play. 
The ftreets are thronged with orphans dying 
For wanrpf bread, and widows crying : 30 
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Fierce rapine walks abroad uochain'di 

By civil order not reftrain'd: 

Without regard to right and wrong, 

The wcajc are injured by the lirongi 

The hungry mouth but rarely taftea 35 

The fattening food which riot waftes 5 

All ties of tronfcience lofe their fprce^ 

Ev'n facred oaths grow words qf courf<r. 

By what ftrange caufe ^e kings indxn'd 

To heap fuch mifchiefs on mankind? 40 

What powerful arguments controul 

The ;iative diftates of the foul ? 

The love of glory and a name 

Loud-founded by the trump of fame : 

Nor (hall they mifs their end, unlcft 45 

Their guilty prqjcfts want fucccfi* 

Let one poflefs'd of fovVeign fway 

Invade and murder and betray^ 

Let war and rapine fierce be.hurPd 

Thro* half the nations of the world > g^ 
H 4 
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And prove fuccqfcful in a. Q^urfe : 

Of bad defigns, and a^ioas worie^ , t .^ 
At once a dcmi*gpd he grpw^, .1 

And inccns'd both in v^rfc imd profr,. i 
Becomes the idol of mankind ; ,55 

Tho* to whjit's good he's weak and blind >;; » 
Approved, applauded,, and refpeftcd> • /; 
While better rukrs arc negkftcd. . 

Where Shotts's airy top$ divide 
F^r Lothian from the vale Qf . Clyde, 6q 
A Tempeft from the eaft and north 
Fraught wkh the vapovns.of the Forth, . 
In paffing to the Irifh feas, . 
Once ch^*d to m^et the A^eftcnt Breeze. 
The Teippeft haird him with a coat, . 65 ; 
« Make hs^e and clear the way before > 
No paltrv 2f e^hyr muft pretend 
To ftand before me, gr contend: 
Begone, or in a wbi^flwind toft 
Your weak exiftence will be loft." 70 
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The Tempeft thus : —The Breeze reply'd 
«< If both dur merits fhou'd be tiy'd. 
Impartial juftice wou'd decree 
That you fhou'd yield the way to me." 

At this the Tempeft rav'd and ftorm*d, 75 
Grew black and ten times more deform'd. 
What qualities, quoth he, of thine. 
Vain flatt*ring wind, can equal mine ? 
Breath'd from fbme river, lake or bog, 
Yotir rife at firft is in a fog^ 8a 

And creeping flowly o'er the meads 
Scarce ftir the willows or the reeds ; 
While thofe that feel you hardly know 
The certain point from which you blow. 
From earth's deep womb, the child of fire^ 85 
Fierce, aftire, vigorous, like my fire, 
I rufti to light ; the mountains quake 
With dread, and all their forcfts (hake : 
The globe itfelf convuls'd and torn, 
Feels pangs unufual when Pm born : 90 
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Now free in air with ibv^reign fway, ,. ^ 
I rule, and all the clouds obey: . ^, 

From eaft to. well my pow'r extends, ., ; , * 
Where day begins. and where if ends; ^; 
And from Bootes downwards far, gg> 
Athwart the trjick of cv'ry ftar. . . 

Thro* me the polar deep difdains . . 
To fleep in winter's frofty chains ; . . 
But rous'd to rage, indignant heaves . 
(^vige rocks of ice upon its wave^ ^ loq 
While di;ead tornados lift on h^h ; 
The broad Atlantic to the iky* 
I rule the elemental roar. 
And ftrew with (hipwrecks ev'ry Ihorc ; 
Nor lefs.at land my^ppw'jT is known 104. 
From Zembla to the burning zone, 
I bring Tartarian frofts to. kill- . ^. 

The bloom of fummcr j when I will 
Wide defolation doth appear 
T^o mingle and confound the year: iiq^ 
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From cloudy Adas wrajptin night. 

On Barca's fultrjr plains I light. 

And niake at once the defert rife ' ' ' 

In dully whirlwinds to the fkies; 

|n vain the traveler turns his fteed, 115- 

And fhuns me with his utmoft Ipeed 5 

I overtake him a^ he flies, 

O'erblowii he ftruggtes, pants and dies. 

Where fome proud city lifts in air 

Its ipires, I make a defert bare; i2(^ 

And when I choofe, for paftimc^s'fake, * 

Can with a mountain ihift a lake ; 

The Nile himfelf, at my comrtiand. 

Oft hides his head beneath the fand, ■ ' 

And midft dry defarts bkwn and tpft, 125 

For many a fultry league is loft. 

All this I do with perfedt eale. 

And can repeat whene'er I pleafe: 

What merit makes you then pretend 

With me to argue and contend, is^. 
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When all you bouft of force or (kill 
Is fcarce enough to turn a mill« 
Or help the fwain to clear his corn. 
The fervUe talks for which you're born ? 

Sir, qiioth the Breeze, if force alone 135 
Muft pafs for merit, I have none ; 
At leaft 111 readily confefs 
That yours is greater, mine is Icfs. 
But merit rightly underftood 
Gonfifts alone in doing good; 140 

And therefore you yourfelf muft fee 
That preference i* due to me : 
I cannot boaft to rule the Ikies 
Like yoK, and make the ocean rife. 
Nor e'er with (hip wrecks ftrew the ftiore, 145 
For wives and orphans' to deplore. 
Mine is 'the happier tafk, to pleafe 
The mariner, ind fmooth the feas, 
And waft hiin fafe from foreign harms 
To blefs his ^confori^s longing arms. 150 
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With you, I boaft not to confound 

The feafons in their annual round,/ 

And marr that harmony in nature 

Tha? conaforts ev'ry living creature. 

But oft from warmer climes I bring 155 

Soft airs 10 introduce the'lpring; 

With geplal heat unlock the foil. 

And urge the ploughman to his toil : 

I bid the -opening blooms unfold . , 

Their ftreaks of purple, blue and gold, 160. 

And waft their fragrance to impart 

That new delight to cv'ry heart, 

Which makes the (hepherd all day long 

To carrol fweet his vernal fong: 

The fnmmer's fultry heat to cool, 16$^^ 

From evVy river, lake and pool, 

I Ikim frcfh airs. The tawny fwain. 

Who turns at noon the fqrrow'd plain^ 

Refrefh'd and trufting in my aid. 

His talk purfues and fcoms the (hade :. 1 70 



And ev!n on Afric's iiiltjy coaft» 

Where fuctt immenfe expibks you bosfty \ 

I blow to cool tbr panting ffecks 

'Midft deiarts brown and fun^burnt rorks^* I 

And health dnd vigour oft fuppljr X75 

To fuch as languifhy faint and die: 

Thofe humbler offices you nam'd. 

To own ni ncyerbe aflum'd,. 

With twenty others that conduce 

Tro public good or private ufe, i8q 

The meaneft of them far outweighs . 

The whole amount of all your pratfe ^ 

If to. give happinefs and joy. 

Excels the talent to deflxoy. 

The Tcmpeft> that till now had lent 185 
Attention tf> the ai^ument. 
Again l?egan (his patience loft) 
To rage, ro threaten, huff and boaft : 
Since reafons fail'd, refolv'd in courfe 
The queftion to decide by force, 190 ♦ 
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And his weak oppofite to brave .^ 
The Breeze retreated to a cave 
To lhelter,.till the raging blaft 
Had fperit its fury and was paft. 
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7^ Crow anJ the other BirdsV 



- jPon/dinin£ tin lifefid bint to tbd^ Critiftj^ 

c * . • ./•;/'■'••. *; ':•» . ■ ; 

t**' • ; . ' • '* 

Rf aiKi^njc times, tradition iajr% , . 
^hen Birds like men would ftri^ fo^ 

jl^iM^ bullfinch, nightirigkie^ and thru/h,, 
|9l^i^ all that chant from tree or JbiHhy 
J?o«i*ti oftehj?^ viej ^ 

tter fing not,, fitting bp> . . 
A"ExiavlBx Crow, it fcems, had gpi' 
The nack to crincife by rote; 
I 



114 F ABLE) icy. 

He underftood each learned phrafe^ 

As well as Crkics now-a-days : to 

Soinf 6^9 hclearrt*d tbcm.fromanotvU • 

By lift'ftirig where he taught a fchool. .. 

'Tis ftrangc to tell, this fubtil q-eaturc, 

Tho* nothing mufical by nature. 

Had leam'd fo well to play his part, 15 

With nonfenfc couch*d in terms of art, 

As to be Ofwn'd^by: all. at la(t. 

Direftor of the public tafte. 

Then puflfd with inference and pride. 

And fure of numbers on his fide, tib 

Each fong he freely criticised ; 

What he approved not, was defpis'd : 

But 6ne falfc ftep in evil hour 

For ever ftrlpt him of his powV. 

Once wheo the Birds affembled fat, 1*5 

All lift'ning to his formal chat 5 

By inftinft.nice he chanc'd to find 

A cloud -approaching in the wind, 
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And Ravens hardly can refrain 
From croaking when they think of rain ; 30 
His iNTonted fong he fung : the blunder 
Amaz'd and icat^d them worfe than thunder; 
For no one thought fb harlh a note 
Cou'd ever found from any throat : 
They all at firft with mute furprife 35 

£a<^h on his neighbour tum*d his eyes : 
But fcorn fucceeding foon took place. 
And might be read in ev*ry face. 
All this the Raven faw with pain. 
And ftrove his credit to r^ain. 40 

Quoth he. The folo which ye heard 
In public Ihou'd not have appeared; 
The trifle of an idle hour. 
To pleafe my miftrels once when four : 
. My voice, that's fomewhat rough and ftrong. 
Might chance the melody to wrong, 46 
But, try'd by rules, you'll find the grounds 

Moft perfeft and harmonious founds. 

I 2 
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He reafon'd thus •, but to his troubfc. 
At every -woixJ the laugh grew douWe, 5© 
At !aft overcome with fhamc and (pke. 
He flew away tjuite out of fight. - • 
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F A B L E XVI. ^ 

The chief defign of tld^ FabkAs to gim a trm^ 
fpecimen of the Scotch iialeby where it may 
bi fuppofed to be moji-p&feif^^^ namely^ iff 
JMid-LothiaUy the fea^ of the ci^ifaL ?% 

' ' Jiile is precifely that of the vulgar Scotch ; 
and that the matter might be.fuitaMe to it; 
I chofe for the fubjeci a.littk-J^ory adapted 
to the ideas ofpeafants. It is a tale com- 

• tnonly told in;. Scotland anion^ the country 
people ; and Tnay be looked t^% as^ of the kind 
of tbofe Aniics Fabelte,i«,wi>/V;& Horace 
obferves his country neighh9urs^v)ere accus- 
tomed to convey their f0fc philgfophy. 

'^Jbe HAkE and fh^ Faktai^^. 

A Canny man ^ will foarce provoke . « 
. Ae "^ creature U vin; fot a joke ; 

• Partan] a Crab. 

^.'Ji-4uimy man] A c%xki\j man figniSes ncaHy 
the fame thing as. a prudent man ; but when the 
Scotch fay that a perfon' is mt canny, they mean 
not that th^y are imprudent, l^t mifchieyous aiid 
dangerous. If the term not cann^ is applied to 
perfeoA mthmit being exiriatned^^tl oiiarges them 
with forcery and witchcraft. 

« Jel One. 

I 3 
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For be thqr weak or be thcjr ftrang % 

A jibe * kaves after it a ftang '^ 

To mak them think on't ; and a laird < ^^' 

May find a beggar £ie preparM, 

Wi pawks ^ and wiles, whar pith * is wandri^ 

As foon will ntak him rue his tauntin. 

Ye hae my moral, if am able 
All fit it nicely wi a fable. 10 

A Hare, ae morning, chancM to fee 
A Partan crcepin on a lee \ 

* Strang] Strong. The Scotch almoft alwajra 
turn in the fyllable orig^ into a. In place of hng^ 
they fay king \ in place of tengs^ tangs \ as here 

Jh^angyfot Jrong. 

* jt jibe] A /ktyrical jcft. 

t Stang} Sting, 4 

c Laird] A gendeman of an cftat^ in land. 

* Powks] Stratajgems, 

* Pith] Strength. 

^ Let^ A piecp of groun<l let run into grafs 
foj pafture. 
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A filhwifc'wha wes <ariy wt - • * 'i^ 

Had drapt ^ the. ^re^turc tbertaboW, ^ ' ' 

Jtf awkjifi r bumb^- d ' wd ;fri^itedriiair ^ 1 5! 
To fee a thwg 1^ Kldc and b«ir.% 

Which if jt fl:ar*d fK)t ipight be it^cfi ' , * 
{<*or naet^ing icher th^ a ijtane '. 

' Fijhwifi\ A woman that fells fifli. It is to 
\^ : obferved that the Scotch always ufe the word 
wife )vhere the Englilh would ufe the yirpr^ lyo- 
man. . . 

"^ i>rtf//] Dropt. "v 

■^ Mawkini A cant i^ame for a Hare, like that 
cjfUfcynarJ for a Fox, or Grimalkin fora'Cat, ^c. 

. ^ Bumbas'd] Aftopifh'd, 

V Sair] Sore, J fl)all obferyc, one? for all j. 
thai the Scotch tvoid the vowels ^nd u \ and 
have in innumerable inftances fupplied their places 
vyith a and f, or dipthongs ip whiph thefe letters 
are predominant* . 

9 But hide and hair} Without hide aiidh^ir^ 

^ 7if/i] Takpn. . 

:\Naithing ither fhflnajffne} Nothing o^hcf 
than a flone, 

^ 4 
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A fquunt-wife ♦ iiramblin§ \ Air befH ! 
Wi getfe Md raflidS'^Ukd d net, %q 

"Rfft thoughc to fin * fort ^ (fbr hi kind 
A Haro's cac feeh«jr% y^ maun mind') 
But feeing, that wi • aw its ftrength 
It fcarcc crotl*d c^e*p a tether length % 
The Hare grew baqlder *= and cam near, 25 
Turp'd plajrfome, and forgat her fear, 

« A fquunt-wife] Obliquely or afquat. 

• fTam^ling] A feeble motion like that of a 
wonn or ferpent. ^ ^ 

^ Gerfe qnd rajhes] Gra(s and rui&es. The 
vowel i which comes in place of i? is by 9 Meta- 
thefis put between the confonants g and r to foften 
die fd«nd. 

7 Pjn\ Run. 

T Pechur} Fighter. 

^ Te maun mind} You muft remember, 

^ m avol With Jill. 

* J tether length"] The length of a rope ufed 
f6 confine cattle when they paftiifif to a partteubr 
Ipot. 

f BauUer} Bolder, 
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Quoth Mawkin, Was there ere in nature "^ 
^ Sae fccklcfs ' and fae poor a creature ? 
It fcarccly kens % or afn miftaen, 
The way to gang ^ or ftand its lane^ 30 
Seehowitfteittcrs'^5 all be bund^ 
To rm a mile of up-hill grund 
Before it gets a rijg-braid frac* 
The place its in, though doon' the brae ^. 

^ Fecklefs] Feeble. FeckfuUni feckleji £ign\(y 
firong and weak, I fuppofe Uot% the verb io effeii^, 

^ Kensy «r am miftaen] Knows^ or I atn in & 
miftake. 
^ ' Gang] Go, 

< Its lane] Alone, or without affiftance^ 

* Stiitters] Walks in a weak ftumbling way, 

* Atl be bund I will be bound. 

* A rtg'braid frae] The breacjth of a ridge 
from. In Scotland about four fathoms. 

' Brae] An afcent or defcent. * It i* worth 
obferving, that the Scotch when they meption a 
rifing ground with refpeft to the wh<^ of it, they 
«ali it 9i knau if tttaX\^ and a £/tf if great ; but if 
thty refped only one fide of either, they call it a 
trae ; which is probably a corruption of the £ng« 
H(b vforA br$Wi accof dii^ li^ tile an^fogfj "ffien- 
v^awi before. 
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Mawkin wi this began to frilk> igr 
And thinkin " there w^ little rifle, 
Clapt baith her feet on Partaj^*s back. 
And turn'd him awald " in a cracky 
To fee the creature fprawl, her fport 
Grew twioe as^good, yet prov'd but ihort. 40 
For patting wj her fit % in play, 
Juft whar the Partan's nippers lay. 
He gript it faft, which made her fqucel, 
An4 tB^ink (he bogrded ^ wi the deil. 
She ftrave to rin, and made a £(Ue : 45 
The tithcr catch'd a tough bur tliriftle ^ 5 

«)» Thintin'] Thinkfiig. When polyfyllaWc? 
terminate in ing^ the Scotcl^ almoft always nqg- 
]e£( the g^ which foftens the found. 

• Awald] Topfy-turvy, 

• Fti\ Foot. 

? Pourded] To bourd with znj perfoii is tQ 
attack hirn ip the way of jeft. 

^ Thrijlh] Thiftlc. The Scotch, though they 
commonly affeft foft founds, and throw out con- 
fonants and take in vowels in order to obtain 
tl em, yet in fome cafe^, of which this is an ex« 

ample. 
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Which held them baith, till o'er a dyke 
A herd came (tending ' wi his tyke % 
And fell'd poor Mawkin, fairly ruein. 
Whan forced to drink of her ain bre win *• 50 

ample, they do the very reverfe : and bring in fu^' 
p^riluous confonants to rotigheii^xbe founds when 
fuch ibunds are more agreeable to the roughneft 
of the thing reprePented. 

' SUnding] Leaping, 

• Tyie2 Dog. 

• Brnuin] Brewing. ** To drfnk of one^s 
own brewhig,'* is a proverbial expreffion, for fuf- 
fcring the eiFe^is of one's own miscpndud. The 
Cnglifli fay, «• A« they bake, fo let them brew/* 
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Author a^nd Friend . 
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DIALOGUE. 

T'&e Author anJ a Friend* 

HERE take your papers.— Have you 
lookM them oVr ? 
Yes, half a dozen times, I think, or more. 
And win they pafs > — They'll fcrve but firf 

a day ; 
Few books can now do more : You know 

the way; 
A trifle's puflF'd till one edtticm's fold, g 
In half a week at moft a book grows old. 
The penny. turn'd*s the only point in view j 
So ev'ry thing will pafs if 'tis but new.«^ 
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By what you fay I cafily can gucfs '^ 
You rank mc with the drudges for the pre^; 
Whofrom their garrets (hoVrPindaricsdownf 
Or plaintive elegies to lull the town. — 
* You d^ke ine wrong: I only ttteant to&yj 
That evVy book that's new will have its day4 
The beft no more : for books are feldoM 

read; ig 

The world's grown dull, and publiihing a 

: • ^trade. - • * 

Were, this not fp, cou*d Ossiak*s deathlcfi 

.V ftrainsj' : . 

Of high heroic times the fole remains^ 
Strains which difplay perfections to our .view,- 
Wfekh jolilh'dGrcece aadltaly ae'cr knew^* 
With mod^n Epics (hare one common loiv 
This day upplasKkd and tlie next forgot? 

Enough of this ; to put the queftion pliiin^ 
Will nficn of fenfe and ta&e approve . my 

ftrain ? 
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Will my old-fafliionM fenfe and comic eafe 
;With bettei^ judges havd a chance t» pleafe ? 
. The queftion't plain, but hafdto be W- 

- folv'di 
Orte little Ids » important ican be folv'di 
The men of fenfe and tafte, believe it trile. 
Will ne'er td living authorjs^ive their diie.^o 
They Ve candidates for fame irf diffVerw: ways;- 
Qne writes Rommc^s and another Plays^"^ 
A third prefcribes you Rules for writing wdl. 
Yet burfts with envy if you (hou*d excel. 
Thro' all fame's walks, the college and the 
court, • 35 

The field of combat and the field Of fport j 
The ftage, the- pulpit, fenace-hoUfe and bar. 
Merit with merit lives at conftaM *rar. 

Ail who can judge aflcdt not public fame; 
Qf ihofethatdo the paths are not the fame: 40 
A grave Hii^oriah hardly needs to fear 
The rival glory of a Sonncfteer ; 
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TIb 4eq^ Philfopher who turns mankind 
Quite infide outwards, and di&ds the mind^ 
Wott'd Ipok but whimfical and ftrangelf 

out» 45' 

To grudge foa^ Quack his create pn tht 
. gout.^ 
HaU» hokl, my fiseiad, all this I know; 

aod n^ore^ 
Aq anciefu; Bard ^ h$s told w long befom i 
And by examples eafily decided, V 
That ioUc5 of theia4»e trades are nooft di- 

videA 5d 

But folks of di£Prent trades that hu9t for 

fame 

Are conftant rivals^ and their ertds the famie t 

It needs no proof» you'U readily qonfefs; 

Tl>at merit env^ merit more or Icfs : 

The palBon rules alike in thofe who ftijire ss^ 

*^f public repptation, or dcfpair. 

♦ Hjbsiop. 

Varrus 



A DIALOGUE, isc^ 

Varrus has knowledge, humour, cail« and 

.fenfe, SI 

Cou'd purchafe laurels at a fmall expence ;• 

But wife and learn'd, and eloquent in vain» 

He fleeps at eafc in pleafurc*s filken chain : 

Will Varrus help you to the Mufe's crown. 

Which, but for indolence, might be his own ? 

TiMON with art and induftry afpires 

To fame ; the world applauds him, and adr 

mires : 

TmoN has fenfe, and will not blame a line 6$ 

He knows is good, from envy or defign : 

Some general praife he*ll carelefely exprcfs, 

Which juft amounts to none, and fomctime^ 

lefs: 

But if his penetrating fenfe Ihould fpy 

Such beauties as efcapc a vulgar eye, 70 

So finely couch*d, their value to enhance, 

That all are pleased, yet think they're pleased 

by chance; 

K 
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Rather than biab fuch fecr&ts to the throng, 
He'd lofc a finger, or bite off his tongUe. 
l^ARcissus is a Beau, but hdt in Ufe^ ^5 
He likes your works, but moft his ibokirig- 

glafs; 
'Will he to ferve you quit his favourite 

care, 
Turn a book-pedant and offend the ^air ? " 
Clelia to tafce and judgment lifiay pre- 
tend 
She will not blame your f eife,' nor dareg 
commend : 'to 

A modeft Virgin always fhlihi cliipute -, 
Soft Strephon' likes you not, and (lie is 

mute. 
Sterii AkiSTARCHUs, Who expefts reriown ' 
From ancient merit rais'd, and hew kilock'df 

down. 
For faults in every fyllable will pry, 1^5 

"^ Vhate'er he finds is good hfell pafs it By, 



A VI AL OGV E. 131 

.Jiold, hold, enough ! 4U ^ from pri- 
vate eiKls i 
Authors and wits were cvar flippVy friends : 

But fay> Xill vulgar readers like my iays? 

When fuch approve a work, they always 

^raife. 90 

To K^ak ftiy fentiments, your Tales I fear 
Are but ill fuited to a ^^ilgarear. 
Will city readers, us'd to bettier fport^* 
The politics and fcandals ^ a court, 
Well vouched from Grub-ftreet, on your 
pages pore, ^ S5 

For wiiat Aey iie'er (can know;, or kacw be- 
fore? " , 
Many have thought, and I among the rreft. 
That Fabks are but ufdefs things ^t beft : 
Plain words without a metaphor may ferve 
To tdl us that the poor mufl: work or ftarve* 
We need no ftories of a Cock and Bull . 
To prove that graceleft fcrifeblers muft be dulU 

K 1 
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T bat hope deceives j that never to excel, 
Gainft fpite and envy is the on^ly ipeH — * 
All this, without an emblem, I fopptrfe" it^ 
Might pafs for fterling truth in verfe <^ 

profe. — 
Sir, take a feat, my anfwer will be long ; 
Yet weigh the feafons and you'll find^ them 

ftrong. 
At firft * when favage men in qufeft of food^ 
Like lions, wolves and tigers, rang*d the 

wood, iio 

They had but juft what fimple nature craves. 
Their garihents Ikins of beafts, their houfes 

caves. 
When prey abounded, from its Neecfing^dam 
Pity would fpare a kidling or a hmb, 

* The Author fpeaks of thofe only who upon 
the difperfion of maDkind felt rnto perfeft bsirkttt^ 
rifm, and emerged from it again in the way which 
he dcfcribes, and not of thofe who had faws and 
suts frem ihe beginning by divine tradition* 
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"VViich, with their children nurs'd and fed at" 

hpinCy. lis 

Spoa grew domeftic and forgot to roam : 
From fuch beginnings flocks and herds were 

feen 
To fpread and thicken on the woodland 
. . green: 

With property, injuftice foon* began, 
And they that prey'd on beafts nqw prey'd 

on ifimr .... 120 
Communities jvere fram'd, and laws to bind 
In focial intercourfc the human kind. 
Thcfc things were new, they h^d not got 

their names. 
And right and wrong were yet uncommon 

tl^emes : 

The ruftic fenator, untaught to draw 125 

Conclufio^s in morality or law. 

Of every term of art and fcience bare, 

Wanted plain words his fcntcnce to declare; 
^ 3 
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Much more at length to manage a difpute^ 
To clear, inforcc, illuftrate and confute*, 130 
Fable was then found out, 'tb worth your 

heeding. 
And anfwer'd all the purpofcs of pleadings 
It won the head with onfufpeftcd art. 
And touched the fecret fprings that move the 

heart : 

. With this premis'd, I add, that men deKght 

To have their firft condition ftill in fight. 

Long fince the Sires of Brunfwick's line 

fbrfook 137 

The hunter's bow, and dropt the fhepherd's 

crook : 
Yet, 'nnidft the charms of royalty, their ra^e 
. Still loves the foreft, and frequents the 
chace. 140 

The high-born maid, wliofe gay apartments 
.. .Ihine . 
With the rich produce of esph Indiap mine. 
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Stghs for the open fields, tHe paft^ral hook. 
To fleep deUghtful near a warbling brookj; ' 
And loves to read the ancient Tales that tell 
How Queens thcmfclves fetched wat^r frooi 

the well. 14^ 

If this is true, and all affeft the ways 
Of patriirchal life ih fornier days. 
Fable muft pleafe the ftupid, the refia'd, 
Wifdom's firft drefs to eourt the oj[Aiiiig 

mind. ^130 

You ceafen well, cou'd liaturo hold htf 

courfe. 
Where vice exerts her tyranny by fer^ei 
Arc natural pleafures fuited to a taft^^ 
Where nature's laws are altered and defaced) 
The healthful fwain who treads the dewy 

mead, • ' .^55 

Enjoys the mufic warbled 0% his fiead ; 

Feels gladnefs at his heart while he inhales 

T'he fragrance wafted in the balmy gales. 
k: 4 
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Whofe ihaded banks afford a fafe retreat 
From winter's blaftsandfummer*sfukryheat. 
From whofe pure wave the thirfty peafant 

drains 
Thofe ddesof health thatflowwithinhisvelns, 
Pa0es unnotic'd ^ while the torrent drong 
.Which bears the Ihepherds and their flck:ks 

along, 240 

Arm'd with the vengeance of the angry flcies^ 
Is view'd with admiration and furprife ; 
Imploys the Painter's hand> the Poet's quill. 
And rifes to renown by doing ill. 
Verfe formed for fallhood makes ambition 

fhine, 245 

Dubs it immortal, and almoft divine 5 
But qualities which fidlion ne'er can raife 
It always iellcns when it ftrives to praife. 

Then take your way, 'tis folly to contend 
\Vith thofe who know their faults, but will . 

not mend. 250 

F I N I S. ^' ^*^' 
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